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Ysgol Drury

The more you learn the more you know,
Ysgol Drury is a great place to grow!





1. Mission statement





What makes us unique?

Drury Primary School is a place where staff and pupils work closely together 

to create a learning and working environment like no other. The school has a 

special feeling when you are here that is built on relationships.

The relationships between our staff and pupils is built on mutual respect for 

each other and the desire to make our school the best it can be. Staff know 

all the children and the children know all the children which creates a warm 

and caring environment for all. All staff and Governors put the wellbeing 

of all learners at the heart of all they do. Time is taken to know our 

children and to grow the school around their thoughts, needs and ambitions.

Our children value their school and know they are safe and cared for.

“The beginning of my childhood. The reason I wake up in the morning. How 
I learn to become the person that I am. It’s the reason I love learning. It’s the 

place my friendships grew.”

“It feels like home.”

We have lots of fun!”

“This is our family.”



Outdoor Learning

Drury’s outside space is rich with natural environments for our children to 

explore. We have wooded areas, hedgerows, an orchard and pond area of our 

own. Lessons embrace all opportunities to be in nature, to ground ourselves in 

mindful working in the outdoors and to celebrate our wonderful 

environment.

Playtimes make use of all the space. The children have a variety of 

apparatus and activities to keep them occupied and engaged. Staff facilitate 

games and play to make breaks fun and active. 

Wales and our proud Welsh Heritage.

Our love of the Welsh language is heard in all areas of the school from the 

classroom to the forest school. Our Nursery begin with simple patterns which 

fosters a love for the language at the earliest age. Our children run 

assemblies independently through the medium of Welsh and sing a catalogue 

of traditional and modern songs with pleasure. Our annual Eisteddfod 

includes competitive heats for poetry and singing.

Rydym yn caru’r Gymraeg!

Local and National Links

We work alongside local and national links to give our children the insight 

into the value of the local and wider community. 

Lester’s Farm Shop

Elimay’s Flower Shop

Marleyfield Home

Welsh Water

Sniff and Snails

Asda

Pastor Richie



Community Links

We host several events across the academic year for families and the 

community to attend. Classes take turn to host and events have been a 

fantastic way for the children to interact with adults. Opportunities for 

parents to gain an insight into their child’s learning strengthens the bond 

between home and school. 

Reading Café
Sip and Paint

Bingo

Board Games Cafe 

The Big Quiz

Lantern Making

Lego Workshop

Macmillan Coffee Morning

Drury Flower Show

Drury Cup Football Tournament

“Excellent time as usual. Lovely children and staff.”

“Enjoyable morning painting with the children . All the children have been 

fantastic. Thank you so much.”

“Had a wonderful morning building Lego. We learnt a lot about dynamics 

and weight.”

“A wonderful experience was had by all today and I feel so happy to be a 

Governor at this school. All of the children were so well behaved and 

encouraging each other. This is testament to the hard work of the staff.”



2.Our values.
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2.Our values.
Confident, Ambitious, Resilient, Respectful, Family

We are confident, always believing 

in ourselves and giving everything our 

best effort, whether it’s in the 

classroom, on the playground, or 

trying something new.

We always try our best in all we do. We 

know that when we make mistakes, we are 

learning. Every pupil at Drury Primary 

School has different strengths and 

interests and we always celebrate 

achievements. 

We are resilient, understanding that 

mistakes help us learn and that we 

should never give up, even when things 

feel difficult. We have a positive 

Growth Mind step! We don’t give up, we 

work hard and we achieve great things. 
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We are respectful, showing kindness to 

others, treating everyone as we would like 

to be treated, valuing different cultures 

and perspectives, and learning how to be 

responsible citizens of Wales and the 

wider world.

Most importantly, we are like a family, 

looking after one another, celebrating 

each other’s successes, and making our 

school a safe and happy place for 

everyone. These values help us become 

ambitious, capable learners, ethical 

citizens, and healthy, confident 

individuals.



How we learn,  

Our Approach



Our five Values of Confident, Ambitious, Resilient, Respectful and Family 

are at the heart of all we do at Drury primary School. Every single person is 

valued and celebrated, regardless of our different needs, ideas, experiences 

and skills. Pupils support each other in an environment where we discuss our 

differences and where we appreciate that diversity is what makes us all 

special and unique.

We raise issues around race, religion, relationships, identity and individual 

needs in an open environment. We have weekly ‘Jigsaw’ sessions that 

encourage open discussion around these subjects and where well-being and 

emotional development are focused upon

Children across the school are aware of the particular needs of pupils within 

the school family and the pupils naturally support each other – particularly 

where the older children can support the younger ones, during social play and 

through modelling behaviours. 

Everyone is Valued

Close supportive relationships with parents are essential in order to 

support pupils through more challenging times in their lives.

Individual support for pupils requiring  intervention includes: 

• ELSA

• Lego Therapy

• Talk Boost

• Time in our Nurture Area

• 1:1 sessions to support learning

Support



Children have a space within the classroom 

where they can seek some quiet time.  We 

also have a ‘Nurture’ area ‘Y Nyth’, for 

children to use freely and where structured 

1:1 sessions take place. This is a quiet, 

calming corner with resources to help pupils 

reflect and  take a moment.  

Safe Spaces

While having a limited range of cultural differences within school, we place 

great importance on teaching children the value of diversity and acceptance. 

We strive to create an inclusive environment where every child feels 

respected, regardless of their background or beliefs. Through our curriculum, 

we educate pupils about different cultures, religions, and traditions, helping 

them develop an understanding of the wider world. We incorporate lessons on 

respect, empathy, and equality in RVE and PHSE and have provided training 

on the UNCRC.  Additionally, we celebrate events like Black History Month 

and other cultural celebrations to broaden perspectives. By encouraging open 

discussions and promoting kindness, we ensure that our children grow into 

accepting and respectful individuals who appreciate the diversity that exists 

beyond our community.

Diversity

Y Nyth



Our School Community



Our school council takes a leading role in all 

decisions made within school. They are a 

point of contact for all pupils, meet 

regularly, raise issues and discuss 

improvements to be made, fundraise, meet 

with governors and PTA to share latest 

actions and to put forward requests and 

proposals

School Council

Ysgol Gynradd Drury School council members would like… 

• To make everyone feel safe and happy in our school  

• To work together with their peers to make their school the best that it can be  

• To make sure everyone feels proud of their school  

• To make sure everyone respects and takes care of our school   

As a school council, we want to make sure that everyone feels safe and happy in 

school. We are the voice of our peers and want to work together to ensure that 

everyone at school feels proud, respects and takes care of our school. Each year, 

we decide on 3 different projects to develop with these values in mind. 



The Reading Champions role will include:

• Foster and encourage others to develop a genuine and   

passionate love for reading

• Offer advice and book recommendation to their peers

• Keeping their class reading area tidy and organised

• Complete a class library audit to ensure each class 

has wide variety of genres and reading materials

• Develop and run a lunch time book/reading club

• Design posters and promote our ‘Drop Everything 

and  Read’ (DEAR) initiative

• Create a pupils and staff recommendation 

shelf/display

• Use the communal library to read with mixed aged  

children

Reading champions

Our library



Criw Cymraeg

Promoting Welsh Language and Culture

The Criw Cymraeg are dedicated to encouraging the use of the Welsh language 
throughout the school and promoting a positive Welsh ethos. Having already achieved our 

Gwobr Efydd - Bronze Award, and they are now working towards Gwobr Arian which 

is the Silver Award. 

The Criw Cymraeg lead weekly assemblies and share ‘Pattrwm yr Wythnos’ (Phrase of 

the Week), and hand out certificates to reward 'Siaradwr yr Wythnos' (Speaker of the 

Week). They make sure we sing Welsh songs and promote all things Wales! 

They ensure that:

• Our school has a positive Welsh ethos 

• Welsh displays and reading areas are present in all classes.
• ‘Helpwr heddiw’ is initiated and ‘Cymraeg bob dydd’ takes 

place everyday.  

• Everybody gets opportunities to play Welsh games inside and 

outside on the playground.

• A class mascot or cap cymraeg goes home each week, giving 
everyone a chance to be a Welsh Language Ambassador by 

promoting the Welsh language to family and friends.



Eco Council

The Eco Council are involved in leading the school to develop 

sustainable practises, to improve the learning environment and to 

consider our natural environment in our daily school practises. 

They share actions with their peers and work together towards a 

shared goal. For example, it may be making safer play times, 

creating more spaces for nature, ensuring recycling is happening 

effectively.

Sports Council

In Sports council this year we have been focusing on three main ways to improve sports 

in Ysgol Drury.

We have looked at our sport equipment and how we can improve it. We have added 

some new equipment to our school Wishlist on Amazon.

We have also been focusing on the Drury Cup, our newly annual football competition 

for Years 3-5 run by the Year 6 pupils. After a successful first Drury Cup last 

year we have been planning on how we can make it bigger and better this time 

around.

Finally we have been taking ideas and suggestions on Sports' Day. Thinking about 

possible new competitions and other ideas to also make it bigger and better than ever.
Alongside these three main projects we have also been planning our Dragon Sports 

Lunch time clubs as well as the competitions we take part in outside of school such as 

the triathlon, various football competitions, netball, cross country and many more.



Experiential Learning

Hands on, experiential learning is at the heart of our 

ethos and approach to learning. Our children have 

opportunities to learn through experiences, making 

choices, taking risks, and solving problems. From 

Nursery to year 6, children embark on a  journey that 

sees them as the architect of their own learning and 

experiences, supported by adults where necessary.

Experiential learning looks different as our children 

grow and journey through school, pupil voice and hands 

on experiences are always at the heart.



Dosbarth Gwenyn

Our youngest learners in Dosbarth Gwenyn are at 

the beginning of their journey of lifelong learning 

and exploration. They self register and have free 

flow access outdoors, what ever the weather. They 

explore a rich and varied environment which offers 

a range of learning opportunities. Children build 

resilience, curiosity and foster a deep connection with 

the world around them. Staff scaffold learning, 

make observations, plan next steps, as identified by 

the children.



Dosbarth Llygoden

Dosbarth Llygoden provides a nurturing and stimulating environment 

where our reception children learn through play, exploration, and 

hands-on experiences. Our ethos is centred around fostering curiosity, 

creativity, and independence. Through experiential learning, children 

actively engage with the world around them, developing key skills such 

as communication, problem-solving, and social interaction. Our 

carefully planned activities encourage exploration both indoors and 

outdoors, allowing children to learn through real-life experiences, 

collaboration, and discovery. By following the principles of child-led 

learning, we ensure that each child’s unique interests and 

developmental needs are met, laying strong foundations for their 

future learning journey. Weekly ‘challenges’ are set to encourage 

independent learning 



Dosbarth Pili Pala

As Pupils move into Dosbarth Pili Pala they continue to freely 

access the outdoors classroom along with Dosbarth Llygoden and 

Gwenin. The classes share the outdoor area and enhanced 

provision which allows for successful transition between the 

classes. Pupils thrive in a free flow, exciting, challenging 

environment. Staff scaffold experiential learning as well as 

working closely with groups of learners to teach and develop skills 

that can be applied in enhanced provision. Pupils have challenges 

set, to encourage independent learning and to consolidate skills 

previously taught. This real-world connection makes learning fun 

and meaningful, fostering a host of skills and an abundance of 

enthusiasm. Through these rich, hands-on experiences, children 

develop a love for learning that extends far beyond the classroom 

walls.

Children also enjoy forest school sessions where they have hands-

on experiences in nature which builds confidence, resilience, and a 

deep connection to the world around them. 



Dosbarth Gwdihw

Dosbarth Gwdihw is our first junior classroom where pupils continue to 

develop their Learning through play. Pupils are supported in the development 

of skills and independence through a careful balance of child led learning  

within the provision and whole class and group learning and teaching of 

skills. We have a big focus on digital learning and exploring the different 

ways we can present our work and knowledge. Pupils are taught to review 

and improve their work and to develop confidence. They have regular access 

to enhanced provision and to learning in the outdoors. They have been a big 

part in developing their outdoor area and have a say in the 

equipment/activities on offer through pupils voice.

Outdoors, we enjoy regular opportunities to weed and plant whilst also 

engaging in various outdoor activities. – well love den building! We see our 

outdoor area as the extension of the indoor classroom and like to take our 

sessions outdoors as much as we can.

Beyond the classroom we have ventured to many different places to provide 

authentic learning experiences such as the Victorian classroom at Park Hall 

Farm and also the Chester Roman Deva experience. We also like to work 

alongside our community and have hosted a community paint and sip and 

also worked with families to code and build Lego.



Dosbarth Broga

In Dosbarth Broga, all children are nurtured, encouraged and 

supported to become increasingly independent within their learning.. 

Children begin to take ownership of their learning through a wide 

variety of engaging and interactive activities across the AOLE’s. 

Pupils actively use a range of strategies to ‘self-help’ and aware of 

how our Drury curriculum fits within the four core purposes. 

Applying learning across authentic contexts is a key focus, with 

pupils given the opportunity to develop a range of skills across 

different settings in both the indoors and outdoors. Pupils have 

visited County Hall Council Chambers, had visits from local 

authors and bookshop owners, visited St Matthew’s Church, Park 

Hall Farm, Talacre Beach and many more! We believe in the 

importance of helping others and successfully raised and donated 

food to the Flintshire Foodbank for our Harvest Festival this year. 



Dosbarth Malwen

Dosbarth Malwen love hands on fun engaging activities. We've created lava lamps, 

explored light by making rainbows with prisms, and used shadow puppets to explain 

Newton’s theories! We've investigated space by making moon craters, experimented with 

ice to understand changing states of matter, and even used gelatine to create our own 

bird feeders an example of irreversible changes! We've had great fun coding with 

Micro:bits, playing rock, paper, scissors, and even reprogramming them to play our own 

game of solid, liquid, gas! We’ve also been getting creative with Crumble kits, coding LED 
lights to bring our creations to life.  We’ve also taken part in many Adobe Express Live 

Challenges, using digital creativity to enhance our learning.  We love art! We’ve explored 

a range of media, including textile art, air-dry clay, oil pastels, acrylic paints, and, 

more recently, decoupage.

Our learning has been enriched through exciting workshops, including a visit from Lego 
Masters champion Steve Guinness and robotics sessions with Sniff and Snails using 

Crumble coding kits. Beyond the classroom, we’ve explored our environment with trips to 
Talacre Beach, where we’ve taken part in coastal activities and contributed to citizen 

science by collecting and submitting data on shark egg cases. We've also visited Danger 

Point and Xplore, engaging in hands on experiences such as engineering challenges to 

protect an egg and a Lego coding workshop.

We are proud to have achieved the RSPB Wild Challenge Gold Award and love learning 

outdoors. We’ve taken part in the School Birdwatch and planted strawberries and herbs 

in our planters. We also enjoyed an apple pressing workshop with Iwan Evans, using 

apples from our very own orchard! Orienteering is another favourite, helping us develop 

maths, problem-solving, oracy, and fact-finding skills as we navigate our school grounds.



Dosbarth Hebog

In our upper junior class, Dosbarth Hebog children are competent, independent 

learners. Learning consists of a mix of whole class teaching, both indoors and 

out doors. We strive to create authentic contexts that allow the pupils to 

independently apply their skills in real world situations.
An example of this was our Christmas Market. They brought in second hand 

items from home such as books and toys as well as making craft to sell such as 

bracelets and decorations. We then invited children from other classes to be our 

customers. Hebog pupils could barter with the other pupils offering discounts 

and special offers and at the end they had to total up how much money they 

made. All proceeds went towards improving our outside area.

The now annual Drury Cup is a football competition run by Year pupils for 

pupils in Year 3-5. The teams are mixed for fairness and the Year 6 pupils 

take on a variety of roles including match officials, commentators, camera 

crew, interviewers, newspaper journalists, team coaches and more. In it's first 

year the tournament was a great success and the Year 6 pupils did a fantastic 

job of planning and facilitating the running of the Drury Cup.

In Dosbarth Hebog, we love nothing more than being outdoors and we use our 

newly created outdoor classroom and wonderful forest school area to host a 

variety of lessons across the curriculum.



Authentic Contexts

Alongside pupil voice the central driving force in our teaching and learning 

approach, we also ensure that pupils are presented with authentic contexts for 

their learning. Pupils are give real life , purposeful problems that encourage 

them to engage fully in the problem that they are helping to solve, or the 

information they are trying to discover.



Authentic Contexts



Outdoor Learning
For our Foundation learners

Outdoor learning is central to all 

we do. Children have FREE FLOW 

access to our outdoor classroom 

throughout the day, whatever to 

weather. It is carefully resourced 

and enhanced to develop in depth, 

challenging, experiential learning 

opportunities. The outdoor 

classroom is as integral to our 

curriculum as the indoor one. 



Outdoor Learning
For our older learners

Outdoor learning is central to all 

we do. Children have FREE FLOW 

access to our outdoor classroom 

throughout the day, whatever to 

weather. It is carefully resourced 

and enhanced to develop in depth, 

challenging, experiential learning 

opportunities. The outdoor 

classroom is as integral to our 

curriculum as the indoor one. 



Outdoor Learning
Forest School

At the heart of our educational philosophy is the belief that children thrive when given the 

freedom to explore, discover, and learn within the natural world. Our Forest School 

programme is a cornerstone of our outdoor learning approach, providing rich, hands-on 

experiences that nurture curiosity, independence, and a deep connection to nature.

Through regular sessions in a natural setting, children engage in a wide range of 

purposeful activities such as den building, tool use, fire safety, wildlife observation, 

natural art, and imaginative play. These experiences are carefully planned and child-led, 

allowing learners to take ownership of their learning journey while supported by skilled, 

reflective practitioners who scaffold and extend their thinking.

Above all, Forest School cultivates a lifelong appreciation for the natural 

world and instils values of sustainability, stewardship, and environmental 

awareness. Our vision is for every child to leave our setting not only 

academically enriched but also deeply connected—to themselves, to 

others, and to the world around them.











We have a Whole School overview of the Curriculum, ensuring 

that the four purposes and all the AOLEs are covered 

effectively as pupils journey through the school. The progression 

steps form an ‘umbrella’ over the curriculum. 

Whole school topics start with a “Discovery Day” activity session 

where ideas are born. Pupil voice is a leading light in creating a 

bank of experiences, skills and knowledge to develop in the coming 

weeks. The whole school gathers in the hall for the “Fabulous 

Finish!” session. All classes share where their learning has taken 

them and show pieces of work they are proud of.  

Curriculum Planning



Our Effective Marking and Feedback Policy is well understood 

by all learners. It explicitly outlines how teachers mark and 

assess pupils work. Children understand expectations and how to 

improve their work.

Teacher presence in books is kept to a minimum and informs 

next steps and pathways to improvement only. In the moment 

marking and support is raising standards in all classes.

Feedback Marking



Assessment and Tracking

Our bespoke assessment tool records data gathered from a variety of 

sources and is colour coded for ease of use. Pupil details, ALN needs 

and scores give a valuable record of progress over time. Staff can 

ensure interventions are in place for those in need of that extra 

support. Data showing those attaining above the expected level ensures 

staff provide opportunities for stretch and challenge. This document 

supports our pupil progress meetings and follows every child from 

Nursery to Year 6.

Personalised assessment data, reading and 

spelling scores are shared with our parents to 

create a strong home school link.



Tracking and collaborative working.

Basic skills are an 

essential tool that 

we want all of our 

learners to develop 

to the best of their 

abilities. 

We provide high 

quality authentic 

contexts for learning 

in and outside our 

classrooms.

We ensure all our 

children achieve 

their potential 

through 

meaningful 

experiences.

Our teachers meet regularly to track skills taught across the curriculum. 

Our focus on literacy, numeracy and DCF ensure that previous 

knowledge is built upon year on year. Our tracker is the tool which maps 

skills and how they are taught across all classes and underpins the 

monitoring of skill progression. 

We are dedicated to skill development in these three key areas as they 

impact every area of teaching and learning in the school. Prioritising 

these essential skills gives our children the key to success in learning in 

Primary school and beyond.

We pride ourselves on knowing our children well, 

a culture we work hard to achieve. This is a 

benefit of working in a smaller school. Pupil 

Progress Meetings are a dialogue between SLT, 

teacher, ALNCO TA to assess progress and 

ensure interventions are effective. This is how 

we ensure support continues seamlessly through 

the years.

Pupil Progress Meetings



SEESAW

SeeSaw is used across the 

school by staff and pupils. 

Our children log in to 

SeeSaw independently from 

Reception to Year 6 to 

record their work in all 

AOLE’s. Examples of 

activities in and out of the 

classroom create a fantastic 

personal journal of 

opportunities and experiences.

Staff collate evidence of 

coverage in the AOLE’s to 

facilitate collaborative 

planning and tracking as 

well as sharing good practice 

and evidence of progression 

across the year groups.


